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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for generating a survey for a computer system on a 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 

storin g a -an HTML formatted survey document on a computer-readable medium of a first 
computer system, the survey document having questions and answers in a certain format , wherein 
the questions and answers are for delivery in the survey document o ver a network to a second 
computer system and wherein the survey document is f or presenting to a user bv the second 
computer system i) ones of the survey document questions and ii) answers from the survey 
document f or selecting on the second computer b v the a-user of the second computer, wherein 
according to the certain format of the survey document, the questions and answers are defined as 
XML d ata elements included in the survey document as strings of text surrounded by text 
markups, including tags describing the data elements and attributes defining associations among 
the questions and answers, including associations such that ones of the questions branch from 
ones of the answers; and 

storing an HTML formatted document and p rogramming instructions on a 
computer-readable medium of the first computer system, the programming instructions being 
written in an object oriented, interpreted, dynamic programming language and t he HTML 
formatted document and p rogramming instructions being for delivery over the network to the 
second computer system -the programming instructions i ncluding: 

firstjnstructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a browser of c ausing t he second 

computer syste m, wherein the execution of the first instructions as an applet causes the second 
computer system to parse the data elements from the survey document into data arrays having 
cross-references defining the associations among questions and answersi_rand- 

second i nstructions fo r receipt and execution as an applet in a browser of c ausing t he 

second computer syste m, wherein the execution of the second instructions as an applet causes the 
second computer system t o display in a browser o n a user interfac e of the second computer 
system a first set of one or more of the questions and corresponding, selectable answers and 
causes the second computer system to then repeatedly select and display additional sets of one or 
more of the questions and corresponding, selectable answers, wherein the repeated selecting and 
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displ aying of the additional sets of one or more of the questions and corresponding, selectable 
answers is by the se cond computer and not the first computer and is responsive to answers 
selected bv the user on the second computer, certain ones of the, qncstitmn iiwInHing ihn fi r «t nnn 
of the questions, and branch to and display on the mcr interface the second and third ones of the 
questions , or else not branch to and display the second and third ones of the questions, responsive 
to an answcrsclcctcd by the user and received by the second computer system for the first 
question and wherein the repeated selecting bv the second computer system is further r esponsive 
to ones of the cross-references of the data arrays arising from the second computer system 
parsing the data elements from th e survey document: and d ef i ning the associations nmnng the. 
first, second and third one of the questions. 

third instructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a browser of the second 

computer system, w herein the execution of the third instructions as an applet causes the second 
computer to return su rvey results to the first computer system as an XML formatted answer 
response document defining the answers selected bv the user as data elements included in the 
survey document as st rings of text surrounded bv text markups, including tags, wherein the text 
markups describe the data elements. 

2-3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) The method of claimJL Srcomprising the step of: 

storing a data type definition file on a computer-readable medium of a first computer 
system, the data type definition file being for delivery over the network to the second computer 
system, wherein the programming instructions include instructions for causing the second 
computer system to validate the data elements responsive to the document type definition file. 

5. (canceled) 

6. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein the programming language includes Java. 

7. (canceled) 
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8. (currently amended) A computer program product for generating a survey for a first 
computer system on a network, the computer program product comprising: 

a an HTML formatted survey document on a computer-readable medium of a first 
computer system for delivery to the -a second computer system on the network, the survey 
document having questions and answers in a certain forma t, wherein the questions and answers 
are for delivery in the survey doc ument over the network and wherein the survey document is f or 
presenting to a user b y the second computer system i) ones of the survey document questions and 
ii)_answers from the su rvey document f or selecting on the second computer b v a the user of a the 
second computer, wherein according to the certain format of the survey document, the questions 
and answers are defined as XML data elements included in the survey document as strings of text 
surrounded by text markups, including tags describing the data elements and attributes defining 
associations among the questions and answers, including associations such that ones of the 
questions branch from ones of the answers; and 

programming instructions on a computer-readable mediu m of the first computer system. 
the programming in structions being written in an object oriented, interpreted, dynamic 
programming language, including instructions for delivery to the second computer system on the 
network, the programming instructions including first i nstructions for receipt and execution as an 
| applet in a browser of f or causing the secondcomputer syste m, wherein the execution of the first 
instructions as an applet causes the second computer system t o parse the data elements from the 
survey document into data arrays having cross-references defining the associations among 
questions and answers, and -second i nstructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a 
browser of causing t he second c omputer syste m, wherein the execution of the second instructions 
as an applet causes the second computer system to display in a browser on a user interface of the 
second computer system to display in a browser on a user interface of the second computer 
system a first set of one or more of the questions and corresponding, selectable answers and 
causes the second computer system to then repeatedly select and display additional sets of one or 
more o f the questions and corresponding, selectable answers, wherein the repeated selecting and 
displaying of the additional sets of one or more of the questions and corresponding, selectable 
answers is bv the second computer and not the first computer and is responsive to answers 
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selec ted by the user on the second computer, certain one* of the, gup-atim™ innluHing thn fir«t 
of the questions, and branch to and display on the uacr interface the second and third ones of the 
questions, or else not branch to and display the accond and third ones of the questions, responsive 
to an answer selected by the user and received by the computer system for the first question and 
wherein the repeated selecting bv th e second computer system is further r esponsive to ones of the 
cross-references of the data arrays arising from the second computer system parsing the data 
elem ents from the survey document and defining thr. nfl.mr.inrinn« nmnno tho fw *nn™A v ^ 
third one of the questions, and third instructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a 
br owser of the second computer system, wherein the execution of the third instructions as an 
app let causes the second computer to return survey results to the first computer system as an 
XML formatted ans wer response document defining the answers selected bv the user as data 
elements included in the survey document as strings of text surrounded by text markups, 
including tags, wherein the text markups describe the data elements. 

9-10. (canceled) 

11. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 98, wherein the 
programming instructions include instructions for causing the second computer system to 
validate the data elements responsive to a document type definition file. 

12. (canceled) 

13. (original) The computer program product of claim 12 wherein the programming 
language includes Java. 

14. (canceled) 
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15. (currently amended) A first computer system comprising: 
a processor for connecting to a network; 

a storage device coupled to the processor, wherein the storage device has a 
computer-readable medium for storing: 

a an HTML formatted survey document on computer-readable medium on a first 
computer system for delivery to a second computer system on the network, the survey 
document having questions and answers in a certain forma t wherein the questions 
and answ ers are for delivery in the survey document over the network and wherein the 
survey do cument is for presenting to a user by the second computer system i) o nes of 
the survey document questions and ii) answers from the survey document f or 
selecting on the second computer by a the user of the second computer, wherein 
according to the certain format of the survey document, the questions and answers are 
defined as XML data elements included in the survey document as strings of text 
surrounded by text markups, including tags describing the data elements and 
attributes defining associations among the questions and answers, including 
associations such that ones of the questions branch from ones of the answers; and 

programming instructions on a computer-readable medium of the first computer 
system, the programming instructions being written in an object oriented, interpreted, 
dynamic programming rlanguage. including instructions for delivery to the second 
computer system on the network, the programming instructions including first 
instructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a browser of causing the second 
computer syste m, wherein the execution of the first instructions as an applet causes 
the second computer system to parse the data elements from the survey document into 
data arrays having cross-references defining the associations among questions and 
answers, tmd -second instructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a browser 
crf causing the second computer syste m, wherein the execution of the second 
instructions as an applet causes the second computer system to display in a browser 
on a user interface of the second computer system a first set of one or more of the 
questions and corresponding, selectable answers and causes the second computer 
system to then repeatedly select and display additional sets of one or more of the 
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questions and corresponding, selectable answers, wherein the repeated selecting and 
displaying of the additional sets of one or more of the questions and corresponding, 
selectable answers is by the second computer and not the first computer and is 
responsive to answers selected by the user on the second computer certain ones of the 
questions, including the first one of the questions, and branch to and display on the 
user interface the second and third ones of the questions, or else not branch to and 
display the 3ccond and third ones of the questions, responsive to an answer selected 
by the user and received by the second computer system for the first question and 
wherein the repeated selecting by the second computer system is further responsive to 
ones of the cross-references of the data arrays arising from the second computer 
system parsing the data elements from the survey document and r esponsive to ones of 
the cros3 - rcfcrcncc3 defining the associations among the first, second and third one of 
the questions third instructions for receipt and execution as an applet in a browser of 
the second computer system, wherein the execution of the third instructions as an 
applet causes the second computer to return survey results to the first computer 
system as an XML formatted answer response document defining the answers selected 
by the user as data elements included in the survey document as strings of text 
surrounded by text markups, including tags, wherein the text markups describe the 
data elements . 

16-17. (canceled) 

18. (currently amended) The first computer system of claim -H7- 15, wherein the 
programming instructions include instructions for causing the second computer system to 
validate the data elements responsive to a document type definition file. 

19. (canceled) 

20. (previously presented) The first computer system of claim 19 wherein the 
programming language includes Java. 
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21. (canceled) 
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